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MAKING CARS  
AT COWLEY
Over 250 photographs telling the story 
of the Cowley factory in Oxford

Our verdict on the latest products to hit the family history world…

Tudor: The Family Story
Author: Leanda De Lisle 

Publisher: Chatto and Windus

ISBN: 9780701185886

Price: £20

 
With the recent discovery of 
Richard III’s final resting place, 
the Tudors are once again in the 
spotlight. This book unveils their 
struggles and revelations, using 
new perspectives to delve into 
greater detail than ever before. 
It highlights the Tudor’s rise and 
fall, their attempt to preserve 
the bloodline, a full dynastic 
history as well as mysteries,  
such as the unresolved Princes  
in the Tower.

Read it for: An elaborate history 
of the British monarchy’s most 
infamous family 
 
Highland Roots
Author: Gordon Waddell

Publisher: CreateSpace Independent 

Publishing Platform

ISBN: 9781482335569

Price: £8.99

 
This book tells the tale of one 
Highland cottage through 
Scotland’s history. From the Iron 
Age through to the humiliating 
consequences of the Clearances 
and beyond, author Waddell 
uses a mix of archaeology and 
literature, as well as legend and 
imagination to explain what it 
meant to scratch a living from 
this land through the ages, with 
plenty of little anecdotes on 
day-to-day life providing context 
against the national events. 

Read it for: A rural view of 
Scottish history

Identically Different: Why 
You Can Change Your 
Genes
Author: Tim Spector

Publisher: Phoenix

ISBN: 9781780220901

Price: £8.99

 
DNA is a hot topic in genealogy 
at the moment, with this tome 
adding to the interest by aiming 
to turning genetics on its head. It 
explains how the latest research 
reveals that our genes can 
change shape and evolve. Shining 
a spotlight into the world of our 
genes, this book will encourage 
you to question everything you 
thought you knew about identity 
and make you think about the 
role genetics play in our family, 
both past and future. 

Read it for: A new take on the 
role of genetics in research 

Ruta’s Closet
Author: Keith Morgan with Ruth  

Kron Sigal

Publisher: Unicorn Press

ISBN: 9781906509262

Price: £12.99

 
Revealing the shocking truth  
of the genocide and mass 
murder that took place in 
Lithuania during Hitler’s Final 
Solution, this book follows the 
true story of a Holocaust 
survivor. The horrors Ruta and 
her family endured, including 
mass killings and being sent to 
Auschwitz, make for a truly 
harrowing tale, but one with 
heroism and bravery.

Read it for: A traumatic but 
heartening Holocaust memoir

Meet the author...

Gill Blanchard
We spoke to Gill Blanchard who became interested 

in family history when she was just a teenager

Five more  
books on house 
history
British 
Architectural  
Styles 
www.countrysidebooks.
co.uk 
Trevor Yorke’s own 
illustrations make this 
small but colourful 
guide to architecture 
from 1500 to 1950 a 
useful reference work.

Tracing the  
History of Houses 
www.countrysidebooks.
co.uk 
Another book from the 
wide range by Trevor 
Yorke, here focusing on 
research resources for 
house history.

How to Research 
Your House 
www.howtobooks.co.uk 
Pamela Brooks’ 
guide for beginners 
starts with exploring 
the history of your 
building and  
then moves on to  
past inhabitants.

The Story of  
Where You Live 
www.amazon.co.uk 
This well illustrated 
Reader’s Digest book 
provides a lively and 
colourful guide to both 
house and local history.

House History 
www.thehistorypress.
co.uk 
Perhaps the most well-
known house historian, 
Melanie Backe-
Hansen, interweaves 
social and architectural 
history in this guide 
to ‘the secrets behind 
your front door’.

G ill Blanchard is an 
experienced family and 
local history researcher, 

teacher and lecturer. She began 
her career at Norfolk Record Office 
and since 1997 has run her own 
research company, Past Search.

How did you first become 
interested in family history?  
In the late 1970s when I was a 
teenager, some of my mother’s 
Australian relatives made contact 
with the family. My research career 
began when I started work at 
Norfolk Record Office in 1992.

What interesting discoveries have 
you made in your own family tree?  
Copies of letters in Lincolnshire 
archives dating from the 1830s sent 
from America by the brother of one 
of my ancestors. Also, that one of 
my maternal grandfather’s cousins 
survived the sinking of the Titanic.

What motivated you to explore 
house history?  I’m a social 
historian so researching house 
histories fits naturally with 
my interest in social and local 
history as they involve building 
up a picture of a community. Even 

modern houses have a history that 
you can explore.

Which period of British 
architecture do you find most 
interesting and revealing?  I like 
all architectural periods from 
ancient to modern, as they all 
have a story to tell, but I have a 
particular liking for late Georgian 
and early Victorian. This is because 
we can physically see the impact 
on the lives of people due to the 
massive population growth, rapid 
industrialisation and the political 
and social reforms of this period 
reflected in the buildings around us.

What do you think the main value 
of learning house history research 
methods is to family historians?  
You can use the skills used in house 
history research to provide a sense 
of context about where and how 
an ancestor lived. Learning about 
where they lived and the wider 
community brings the past to life 
even if the buildings our ancestors 
lived in no longer survive or we 
can’t find an exact location.

What are you working on next?  
I’m writing my third book Writing 
Your Family History for Pen and 
Sword, which is due out next year. 
One of my specialities is writing 
and producing family and house 
history books for clients and I’ve 
just completed one on a house in 
north Norfolk and I am about to 
start the research for another in  
the west of the county. I juggle 
full-time research with writing and 
teaching locally, online for Pharos 
Tutors and for the Society  
of Genealogists. n

Author: Gill Blanchard

Publisher: Pen & Sword

w. www.pen-and-sword.co.uk

ISBN: 9781848842540

Price: £14.99

Family history often brings people to related 
subjects such as local history or exploring 
the history of a particular house – it can be 
fascinating to imagine who lived in your own 
in past centuries. There are numerous books 
on tracing house history and this new title 
from professional genealogist and local 
historian Gill Blanchard is among the most 

comprehensive, packing a great deal of 
information into just over 200 pages.

The key sections of the book explore  
the history of English architectural styles  
and the many kinds of resources – from 
medieval times to the present – which can 
help reveal the history of both a building  
and its past inhabitants. 

Other sections provide further resources, 
online and offline, for subjects such as dating 
a building and setting its history in the wider 
local context. n

Read it for: A complete guide to house history

TRACING YOUR HOUSE HISTORY
Discover more about the buildings and those who lived there

Review
s... Books

Authors: Gillian Bardsley and Stephen Laing

Publisher: The History Press

w. www.thehistorypress.co.uk

ISBN: 9780752491462

Price: £14.99

In 1913, an ambitious 
young businessman named 
William Morris converted a 
derelict military college on 
the outskirts of Oxford 
into an assembly hall for 
motor vehicles. Little  
did he know that he had 
opened the first chapter  
in what was to become  
one of the most 
extraordinary success 
stories in the British  
motor industry. 

From Morris Motors and 
Pressed Steel to its role as 
part of BMW and successful 
manufacture of the new 
Mini, Cowley has been a 
significant player in the 
motor industry for  
100 years. 

This new title from social 
historian Gillian Bardsley and 
Stephen Laing, curator at 
the Heritage Motor Centre, 
celebrates Cowley’s 

enormous contribution, both to the Oxfordshire area and to 
the car industry as a whole. 

Discussing the move to mass production, the revolution of 
coach building, World War II and the post-war boom, Making 
Cars at Cowley is a detailed photographic history of the Cowley 
factory. More than 250 rare archive photographs are included, 
including new images provided by the British Motor Industry 
Heritage Trust.

This is a significantly updated edition of the authors’ original 
title from 1999, with more information and pictures and a  
new chapter on the key models that were produced with  
Morris badges. It’s a must for any Morris enthusiast. n

Read it for: A celebration of 100 years since the first Morris car 
was produced at Oxford

“This updated 
edition of the original 
title has more details 
and pictures, plus a 
new chapter on the 
key models that 
were produced with 
Morris badges”


